
E-Books
The Future of Publishing has Already Arrived

Presented by: Dr Chris Bendall 

Springer 



(Data from www.puballey.com; if a book is published simultaneously in hard-and paperback editions, only the hardback edition was included)

Springer is the leading academic & scholarly book 
publisher



Springerôs online content platform

ÅOnline Journals

ÅOnline Book Series

ÅOnline Reference Works

ÅOnline eBooks

Springer was the first STM publisher to integrate journal and book content 

on one single electronic platform



Innovations at Springer
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eBook Collection includes ALL Springer books (Start 2005) 

ÅSpringerôs eBook Collection includes the following content types:

ïTextbooks, Monographs, Atlases

ïEncyclopedias and Handbooks

ïMajor Reference Works

ïBook Series (LNCS, LNM, LNP etc.)

With ~35.000 eBooks on SpringerLink Springer is 

#1 in STM eBook publishing  



E-book collections

35. 000 ebooks

- 11 online libraries -

Behavioral Science1

Biomedical and Life Science2

Business and Economics3

Chemistry and Materials Science4

Computer Science5

Earth and Environmental Science6

Engineering7

Humanities, Social Sciences, Law8

Mathematics9

Medicine10

Physics and Astronomy11
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Revolution in Publishing: 
Global Electronic Access

Vision: Unlimited access

Every end user has unlimited 24 hour a day access,

to enhance the role scientific literature plays in the research process

Printed Books Available 

from Physical Libraries

Electronic Access to 

ebook Collections



Benefits of eBooks

Benefits

ÅMore content/service

ÅMore value for money

ÅLower overall costs

ÅReduce logistic efforts 

ÅHigher usage

ÅWider distribution

ÅIncreased usage

ÅGlobal readership

Libraries Authors

ÅEasier to search 

ÅConvenience to 

access 

ÅEasier to cite

Researchers



Measuring Popularity: Usage

ÅUntil very recently the popularity of a book was assessed by the number of 

copies that were sold.

ÅIn the age of electronic publishing Ăusageñ has become the key factor for 
assessing the success of individual books.



SpringerLink eBooks Usage 2007-09

SpringerLink Fulltext eBooks Section Requests 2007-09

Jan Feb Mar Apr Mai Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2007 2008 2009

Usage Growing Continuously



Where do eBook users come from?

Full-Text Section Requests by External Referral

(Source: Coremetrics, April 2008, excluding Direct Loads and Internal Referrals)

Libraries & 
Universities

63%

Search 
Engines

30%

Springer.com
5%

A&I Databases
2%

More than 60%

come to SpringerLink 

from library servers

(NOT Google)

This is

DIFFERENT 

from journals!



Math & Statistics eBooks: Visits by Geography

eBooks Visits by Geography

(Source: Coremetrics, JanïApr 2009)

Europe
36%

Asia-Pacific
29%

North America
20%

Africa
2%

South 
America

1%

Unknown
12%Top 3 North America

ÅUSA 16%

ÅCanada 3%

ÅMexico 1%

Top 5 Asia-Pacific

ÅChina 18%

ÅIndia 2%

ÅTaiw an 1%

ÅHong Kong 1%

ÅJapan 1%

Top 5 Europe

ÅGermany 15%

ÅFrance 4%

ÅUK 3%

ÅItaly 2%

ÅSw itzerland 2%

Who is using our ebooks?



Distribution of Usage
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Top 20% eBooks account for 53% of total chapter downloads

Top 10% eBooks account for 36% of total chapter downloads

Springer: Distribution Full-Text Downloads

(N = 12,953)

Which books are being used the most?



Usage by Book Type

Popular Science 

Monograph 

Contributed Volume 

Professional Book 

Average 

Proceedings 

Textbook 

Reference Work 

Average eBooks Chapter Downloads 2008
by Title and Book Type

ÅReference Works and textbooks are the book 

types with the highest average download 

figures.

ÅProceedings, professional books, contributed 

volumes as well as monographs follow with 

some distance.

ÅPopular Science books had the least usage.

(Only major categories are shown; Reference Works include Encyclopedi a, 

Handbooks, and Reference Works)

Which books are being used the most?



Summary of Usage

ÅIn the age of electronic publishing Ăusageñis the key indicator of a books

popularity and the importance of an electronic book collection

ÅWithin STM publishing usage is content specific with textbooks and

encyclopedias being used more often than monographs

ÅAs opposed to the behavior of people accessing scientific journals, people

access ebooks more via their libraries than via search engines such as

Google.

ÅEbooks have a much longer Ăshelf-lifeñthan journal articles with relatively old

books still relevant and of interest after 10, 20 or more years.

ÅThree countries account for more than half of the traffic: China, Germany

and the US



The Future starts Now: Students use e instead of p


